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Assignment 1  
 Connected learning environment: Representation and analysis 

 
 
Assignment 1 
Weighting:  40% 
Due: Break week - 9 am Tues 3rd April 
Word length: approx. 2000 words 
Submission format: Blog  
 
The assignment is in two parts:  

 
Part A: Map a connected learning environment – to present a visual representation 

of a particular connected learning community that is interest-driven and peer 

supported (1-2 A4 sheets)   

 

Part B: Write a critical commentary about the connected learning environment you 

mapped - to explain and justify key features of the connected learning environment 

that you mapped in Part A (approx. 2000 words) 

 

Note: Assignment 1 involves conceptual mapping and critical analysis - rather than 

practical implementation.  

 
Part A: Create a connected learning environment map (equivalent to 2 X A4 
pages) 
 
First, choose an online connected learning community. The CL community should 

be made up of active learners (of any age) who share, curate and produce resources 

and co-create knowledge on a topic of common interest e.g. 

• formal educational topic (e.g. coding, literature) 

• artistic (e.g. writing, music composition, fashion) 

• community, hobby or leisure interest (e.g. sustainable living, gardening, 

quilting) 

 

Then, map the connected learning environment of this CL community. This should 

be: 
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• a visual representation of the community’s network 

• no more than two A4 pages (or equivalent) 

 

There is no set format for the map, e.g. it could be: a concept map, or sketch, or 

animation, created with concept mapping software, presented in a presentation app 

(Prezi, Videoscribe), hand-drawn etc.  

 
The map of the connected learning environment should include the following 

elements:  

• Topic, interest – FOCUS? 

• Purpose (eg. hobby, activism, entrepreneurism, self-help, PD, formal study) – 

WHY? 

• Peer learners, interest group – WHO? 

• Learning activities, interactions – HOW? 

• Resources, technologies, products – WHAT? 

• Social media used to support learning activities, interactions – CONNECTIVITY? 

 
Part B: Critical analysis of the connected learning environment (2000 words)  
 
The analysis should:  

• Refer to Ito et al.’s connected learning principles, core properties and design 

principles (2013, p. 74-81)  

• Explain and justify the distinctive characteristics of the connected learning 

environment that you mapped in Part A. In particular, address: 

o how peer-supported, interest-driven learning occurs within this 

environment 

o how digital technologies and social media support learning and 

interactions of this CL learning community 

o recommendations for further expansion or learning opportunities, and/or 

risks, for the connected learning community 

• Draw on 10-15 scholarly references (in addition to Ito et al., 2013) that support 

your discussion  
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• Be written in a scholarly, academic written style with clear structure and 

expression; meaningfully supported with references; full, accurate & consistent 

referencing (APA preferred) 


